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PREFACE. 


HEN Mr. Cave commenced Zhe Gentle- 
man's Magazine, his work was a monthly 
journal of news. It contained a concise 
account of the most remarkable transactions and 
events, foreign and domestic, and took “an impartial 





view of the various weekly essays,” controversial, 
humorous, political, religious, and satirical. 

Since those days the newspapers have taken up the 
work of historical compilation. They are the brief 
chronicles of the times. The monthly publication has 
changed its mission. No longer a mere reporter of 
events, it ministers to a higher intellectual taste than 
that for which the famous printer of St. John’s Gate 
catered. The essays and works of fiction which now 
appear in magazines were such as could only be found 
in expensive books when Cave made his fortune out of 
The Gentleman's. Nevertheless, in our adaptation of 
the oldest magazine to modern requirements, we have 
not altogether overlooked the historical features of the 
original design. In this respect we hold somewhat 
different ground to that occupied by other periodicals. 
Each volume bears witness to the form and pressure 
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of the period. A reflection of the leading current 
topics of every successive season will be found in our 
pages. The present volume, for example, contains 
articles relating to the war in Europe and the fall of 
Napoleon III. Our writers have discussed the condi- 
tion of England’s coast defences and the loss of the 
Captain; and while the changes in our educational 
enactments have been treated with reference to the 
labours of educational pioneers, the minor, but to many 
none the less interesting subjects of croquet laws, 
salmon cultivation, and the best mode of fly-fishing, have 
also occupied the pens of some of our most esteemed 
contributors. Tribute has been paid to the genius 
of Dickens and to the memory of Lemon. “ Lothair” 
has had its defender, Mr. Ayrton his critic, and enough 
we feel assured has been done to entitle Zhe Gentle- 
man's Magazine to be still in some sort regarded as 
worthy of preservation for future reference. There are 
among our friends a few representatives of the days of 
the Georges, who might have preferred the continua- 
tion of the old cover and the old matter, but our reply 
to these is the unmistakeable change in the opinions of 
their successors, as exemplified by the increased and 
increasing popularity of Zhe Gentleman's Magazine in 
these days of telegraphs and balloons. 

A word with regard to the future. We have made 
arrangements to increase our staff of writers upon 
subjects of special and peculiar interest to gentlemen, 


with a view still further to develop and fulfil the pro- 
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gramme of this New Series, indicated by the artistic 
devices which embellish our modern cover. Biography 
has formed a noteworthy feature of Zhe Gentleman's 
Magazine. We hope to follow up our successes in this 
direction, during the new year, with several important 
biographical papers; while the other features of our 
prospectus will be maintained by a series of essays 
upon sports and pastimes from writers of recognised 
authority in their several paths of inquiry. 

It was always Sy_vanus Urpan’s custom to preface 
each volume of his magazine with a short address to 
his patrons. We offer this example as an excuse 
for our own presumption. Although the Preface is 
abolished from most modern magazines, we feel that 
we have a sort of prescriptive title to the privilege of a 
periodical personal association with our readers; thus 
linking these modern volumes, through a long line of 
predecessors, with the first number of Ze Gentleman's 
Magazine, published one hundred and forty years ago. 
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